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A Remedy _ 


Ks ESL. 50 XXy., ..- C 
} Name ſake, O Lord, tardon ; 
Imquity : for it is great, fer = 


TD what tit1e, of. 
fot this Palm wits " ws 


Dawid, we are tice. told x he 
ever the Contents of jt pe 


to underftand; that jt was ng f com 
P_ crouble with him ; his 2 


FR ave himis 
Sing taeat . x og 
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mind z it may therefore be well ſuppoſed 
'* ,to. refer to.the dillurbances which, were 
* occationed by Abſaloms unhatural Rebel. 
-Þ lion, -which was conſequent upon, and a 
 threatned correQion for his great fin in 
the matter of Uriab, The Pſalm there- | 
fore is a prayer of Faith with which he 
addreiizth God in this condition ; and is 
made up.of petitzons, and pleas where- 
- with thoſe petitions ate enforced ; intro- 
* Cuced with a profeflion of his recumben- 
F cy on God in the 'midſt of his diſtreſs, 
F+ werſe 2; 2: The Petitions, though inter- 
| 4 woven in the Pſalm, .may. be reduced to | 
17 two heads,'viz. for deliverance from his 
7 Encmics, and a diſcharge from the Guilt 
© of his Sins; in 'each whereof he tortifies 
7 his Faith, and ſtrengthens his importuni- 
$4 ty with ſuitable arguments. Our Text 
&E a Petition” of the latter fort. In the 
= words' we may obſerve ; 
© x. The Objet? co whom he dires it, 
$8 the Lord ; the word is, Fehovab, which. 


- 


8 3s a proper and ificommunicable name of 

"FF _ God, and is no where aſcribed to atiy 

*  Tecond being \whatſoeyer, but to thetrus,. 
God alone, © 3. The 


; againſt Deſpair; 3 
| 2. The benefit which he petitionefl 
| jor, VI%, pen or forgiveneſs 3 the word 
” properly ſignifies to pardon, or to ſpars 
| of free grace qr mercy, without any the 


leaſt deſerving in the Subjet to whom 1 
is applied : and Criticks obſerve that it is: 
moſt commonly uſed in the Law of Mo: 
ſes, for ſuch a forgiveneſs as is afforded, 
upon an oblation that 'hath been offered: 
to God for the' expiation of the. Guilt: 
contracted by the . perſon ; ' ſo that we" 
may here ſuppoſe the Pſalmift to have ans 
Bye of Faith upon the Sacrifice of Chrilt, 
| which was to fſatisfie the jullke of God, ! 
. | in order to the obtaining of a Pardon-for” 


» Big * - $:; CS a2 
T Y a I. þ. a> » * 
it | | | : b | | | 


Sinners. Pardon preſumes... 
ſuppoſeth it to be removed by it; - ©." 
3. The ſpecial Subje about which he 
petitioneth this benefit to' be” | 
upon him ; mine iniquity + ag ere 
things are to be conſidered... 
r. It is Imquity; m the' fingufar 
ber: I confeſs the word is fometimes us 
ſed in the fingular number, as « Wame of 
mulcitude, comprehending in it all the" 
Sits *which ' the perſon hath ever bee 
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guilty of : but it eats, IM to refer 


' fome one, which his Conſcience was ot 

Pony wounded with the remembrance 
of, and may probably refer to that com- 

Ret: fin of his that he had been guilty 
f, which hath already been mentioned ; 


P 9 the word here pre uy wity, fig- 


nifies previty, or rock ſeneſs, and is uſed 
# for the more bold and high- NcwrS trand- 


emſelyes into ; the word i alſo often 
tended for Original Sin, which is the 
pvity or Joornnce. of our nature, 
unto which we ought Pp have a re- 
"Ll lions of fin unto 


153 that men .do ſometimes run 


Fade - own ſin, mine iniquity; he 

4s, upon any other, but aſ- 

Jometh 1 and entirely to himſelf, 

pr grbe KAG\ pl wlcdgeth that he Lath rendred 

1 aj nlelf Guilty by it ; under which there 

þs necefſari ty implied a confeſſion, both 

| the Fo ſelf as chargeable upon him, 

* hd 'alſe) of the deſerved Guilt this he 
or contracted to himſelf by it. 


4 The arguments by which bs Ow 
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thens his Faith Ying * chis 3 
on : indeed, every met cit] 
carTy'-an argument or plea int, as m 
be [ork evident, but there are tw 
which are exprefled i in the Text 5 wis, 
x. He pleads Gods Name for it : Ky 
the Name of God we are to underft 
Gad himſelf, as he hath revealed himſel 
unto us in his Glorious Perfeftions, it 
which alone we can fee any good ground 
to hope or pray for pardon ; and hence 
ic eicher points us tothe Artrihe ther 
a _ ſhine forth i by the'n in 


ng of this fo < 
— pe Beer orgren 5 0 hoſ 
A by it ; or to Chrift who' is thy 

aſcr of this mercy, for us, and 
equivalent to that in, Dan. 9," #7. Hey 
te rg, & &c. for the Lords. ſole at 
mfalf hath ſaid c ging Chr 
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"-2."He looks upon the $re: 

fin; for it is og) To what Wea” 
is ome. 15 tyatiar 

To there is" 
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The particle tranſlated for, is variouſly 
uſed in the Scriptures ; and- more -fre- 
quently in two ſenſes ; it is ſometimes 
; uſed 1//atively, to bring in the reaſon of 
E that which went before, and then it is 
* read for, and thus our Tranſlation under- 


+ 


Itand it ; and fo it is uſed by David as 
# an-argument to enforce his pleading, for 
| pardon from God, in regard of the great- 
Fneſs of his fin ; ſomecimes it is uſed di 
; ; cretively, upon the grant of a thing which 
Fanight ſeem to look to the contrary, and 
{then It is read although; and fo have 
ome rendred it in our Text : and then it 
FE Put to encourage faith - to ſeek a 'par- 


notwithſtanding the greatneſs o Py 
$9.4. that he fortifieth againſt the dilo- 
Tagement which or might Nay he him. 
The word great, is uſed in the Scriptures 
both for. pxzonitude and multitude, and is 
Þ be c 
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tranſlated according as the fenſe 
t. ard both of them are oiten 
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egativel, to comprehend all his ſins, 
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wremended. IF we take. fin - here 


th original and actual ; it then. intends 
they are very many, and grigyoully. 
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. one, anda that it hath a great many wrapt ? 


and yet he acknowledgeth his Sin, 


againſt Defpair. - 9 
aggravated ;buct it we underſtand” it on- 7 
ly for ſome one particular and ' ſpecial * 
ſin ; it then intends that it is a very great | 


in It ; and the proyomn particle, which is * 
rendred z, is Emphatical : "ic intimateth | 
35 much, as if he did point with his fins | 
ger to the particular iniquity, and fay of : 
it, this, this is a wery preat jin. 

Lhere are a great many precious pracs : 
tical Truths contained or implied in theſe ! 
wards, which I cannot willingly -overpals- 
without ſome brief glance at them,. be- ? 
fore I come to the Caſe ſpecially intend- ! 
ed-from them, vis. '. 


DOCT. I. The Children of God udp. 


ſometimes fall into very Great Sins, David: 


5 
2 


,” 


was ſuch an one at this time": 'he - was 
true Believer, a 1au-after Gods ovn heart $ 


puts that note upon it. Every Sin is great 
ai is againſt God, and is a Violation © 
his. Law; for the leaft affront offered" te 
that glorious being cannat be ſmall: but 
there. are fome which are 8farall | 


\- 


J ; eicher as they ars the more direc 
3 UngcHe of ſome of the greater and more 
© Jeading Commands of God, or as they 
are ovkally circumſtanced, by which they 
| re rendred the more preſumptuops ; and ' 
| Jych was that of David in both refbods, 
# 25 we ſhall find it amplified on 1n, 2 Sas. 
* 12. begin, That Godly men may fall into 
luch Sins, there ngedeth no more te make 
# K evident, than the inſtances of ſuch in 
| the word of God, which are theft pur- 
| poſely recorded "for our learning and 
- warning, Beſides, Original Siw, which re- 
pains in all Gods people as long as yy 
live, hath every luſt comprized in ity 4 
Ebeing a whole Body of Ds. and if C God 
/1 Fed: them-to « As Prxy it will drag | 
L\into Captivity. 50 Paul complains 
fs, Rom. 7. 23. And God doth fome- 
Rel leave them, as is faid of him; 
+ Chron. 32. 31. God left bim, to rry bins. 
Dds people are under tne Command, as 
35 a Rule of Obedience,and every cranſ . 
reflic | or coming ſhart init-is a Sin-;; 
F- fdath their being Þh's Children. make: 
| P o' vin, or a li-tle one : butt 35.4 noto- 
» 7 4* -TIOUS 
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againli Deſpair. x 
rious aggravation 'of it that ſuch - as p- I 
ſo related to him, and are thus obliged : 
by him, do ſa, God hath haly ends in * 
his thus leaving them ; and will hereby 
humble them out of their carnal- confi- © 
dence, and magaily his Cirace in Saving - 
of them. | 


USE. Let this then eaution ſuch as pres 
tend to be the Children of God, and that in © 
two reſpetts. 4 

x. Beware of thinking your neglects o or 
violations of the i, co be no Sins. 
Haw many kave ruined their own Sonls, 
by milunderſtanding of that Text ? Rows, 3 
6.14. Te are not 04. & the Law, but unden © 
Grace. Asif Lying, Stealing, Swearing © 
Whordom, &c. were 110 Sins if done 
2 Bvliever, but had laſt the nature of Sie 


becauſe ſuch do them. Such p en i 
j are ſtrangers to the Grace of God, and” 
"| ſhalt know , their deluſion. to cheic coſt! 3 
looner or later, 1% 
2. Take heed of carnal confidence af} - 
negligence. : That is a duty- incumbent '* 
on al the people of God, Eph, 5. T5. "th 
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- * that ye walk circumſpettly : And we here 
ſee what great reaſon there is for the con- 
* (Rant practiſing of it. There is ſcarce one 
*Sin, though never ſo foul and filthy, but 
you may be drawn into it, if God ſhall 
withdraw his preventingGrace from you ; 
and you will grievouſly provoke him fo to 
do, if you thus negle& your ſelves ; and 
there are continual Sollicitations that will 
* be offered to draw you into them : let 
$ therefore the thought of this be a moni- 
tour to you not i9 be high minded,bnt to fear 


.  DOCT. II. When God brings outward 
WW troubles on bis People, theſe Sins of theirs ma 
W peculiarly trouble them, Thus it was wit 
ts £4he Pſalmift. at this time ; and this gave 
# the Occafion for his putting up the pett- 
| tion in our Text, God ſometimes brings 
© perſonal afMiittions on his own, for their 
t tryal, as he did upon Fob ; and yet then 
1t is good | for them to make a diligent 
ſearch after Sin in themſelves. But very! 
> Often they are the correions which he 
*& lays on them for ſore bold tranſgreflions 
A - eb theirs : and, becauſe he: pate * uſe 
"00 - - them 
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aga yn | Deſpair: ' \ 
them for their Corre&ion and amend- \ 
mentzhe therefore gives them ſome notice? 
or other about thoſe Sins, cicher by his : 
Word and Ordinances, dire&ting his Ser- ' 
'vants to' meet with them, or in the very 
Language of the Providences themſelves 
with which he toucheth their Conlciences, 
and makes them refle&, and charge ſuch 
Sins upon themſelves. Thus he did unto 
David, by Nathan in, 2 Sam. 12. begin. and 
by Gad, when he had mumbred the People, * 
Chap. 24. 10. And when it is fo, they are } 
more diſtreſſed with the conſideration of 
their ſin, than with the affiction- that is 
procured by it. Yea this 1s 1t which puts 
the greateſt bitterneſs into the -affliction.” - 
it ſelf, and well it may, becauſe hereby 
they diſcern anger in the rod, which is ; 
more terrible to them than all the rage of . ? 
Death and Hell: yea they could be cons 
tented to be corrected, ſo they might but, . © 
be aſſured that it were not in Wrath, but” 
In love and compaſlion ; herice that re. 
que of the Prophet, Fer 10. 24. Oh; * 
ord, corrett me, but with judgment ; not ith. "1 
thine anger, left chou"bring me to nothing. 
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* + that ye walk circumſpettly : And we here 
| ſee what great reaſon there is for the con- 
* (Rant practiſing of it. There is ſcarce one 
* *Sin, though never ſo foul and filthy, but 
you may be drawn into it, if God ſhall 
withdraw his preventingGrace from you ; 
and you will grievouſly provoke him fo to 
do, if you thus negle& your ſelves ; and 
there are continual Sollicitations that will 
be offered. to draw you into them : let 
$ therefore the thought of this be a moni- 
| , tour to you nt 79 be high minded,bnt to fear 


DOCT. I. When God brings outward 
Wo troubles on his People, theſe Sins of theirs may 
peculiarly trouble them, Thus it was with 
3 4he P/almift. at this time ; and this gave 
# the Occafion for his putting up the peti- 
EF tion in our Text, God ſometimes bring: 
i perſonal afliftions on his own, for their 
- tryal, as he did upon Fob ; and yet then 
It is good | for them to make a diligent 
# ſearch after Sin in themſelves. But very: 
| Often they 'are the corretions which he 
i + lays on them for ſore bold tranſgreflions 
LE eo theirs : and, becauſe he: ies * uſe 

As." . - them | 
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them for their Correction and auf 
mentzhe therefore gives them ſome notice! 
or other about thoſe Sins, cicher by his 
Word and Ordinances, direfting his Set- 
'vants to' meet with them, or in the very 
Language of the Providences themſelves ; 
with which he toucheth their Conlciences, 
and makes them refle&, and charge ſuch 
Sins upon themſelves. "Thus he did unto 
David, by Nathan in, 2 Sam. 12. begin. and 
by Gad, when he had numbred the People, - 
Chap. 24. 1o. And when it is fo, they are 
more diſtreſſed with the conſideration of 
their ſin, than with the affliction - that is 
procured by it. Yea this 15 1t which puts / 
the greateſt bitterneſs into the affliction 
it ſelf, and well it may, becauſe hereby 
they diſcern anger in the rod, which is - 
more terrible to them than all the rage of. . 
Death and Hell: yea they could be cons -» 
tented to be corrected, fo they might but. . 3 
be aſſured that it were not. in wrath, but: 
in love and compaſſion ; .herice that re. 
que of the Propher, Fer 10. 24- Oh; 3 

rd, corretÞ me, but with judgment ;_ not ith} 
thine anger, left cthou'bring me to nothing. 
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| USE. Lt fach as fear God take this for «| 
' 8 dayly watch word, to make them afraid 
of every Temptation to ſin. | 
 . Ir may be for the prefent, you may 
* ſwallow the baic, and not feel the hook $j 
- tb prick you, but you know not how 
- foon God may .iti his Providence vifit 
- you with fotne remarkable afflition, and 
- then bring chis ſin to your remembrance, 
- and if he do, you will find the bitterneſs 
- Of it; little do you think at preſent, how 
- Imnuch gall and wormwood this will pt 
- Into the Cup: now the laſhes of Conted- 
' Ence within, will be more terrible chan 
&F . all the outward ſtroaks of Providence, 
> though never fo fevere. Now it will be 
* Aa canifortable Cordial, to be able at fuch 
- @ time to ſay as the Church, Plal. 44. 17, 
' 18. #11 this is come upon us; yet have we 
fob forpotten rhee, neither have we dealt 
| faiſly im thy Covenant. Our beart is 163 
 firned batk, neither have our Fleps Hetlined 
* from thy way ' And to appeal with him, 
* Job 16. 17. Not for amy injuſtice it tint 
band ; alſo my prayer is pme. | 
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DOCT, III, T7 here #: ſometimes ove fin; 
that lies more heavily on the Conſcience of Gods | 
Children, in a time of. trouble, The cefigtt - 
of Afﬀiction indeed, is to -put us uport 

the tnaking of a thorough ſearch for all © 
ſin; but oftentimes there is ſome one that | 
gives {pecial occaſion for the affliction, 
God being peculiarly provoked by it, and ' 
thereupon che Spirit of God bears it 
more heavily on the Conſcience at fucks * 
a time than any other, though thereby he 
leads us up to the fountain of all, as he * 
did David, Pfal. 53. 3. with 5. 1 know my © 
Sranſgreſions and my (in is ever before mt 5} 
behold 'I was ſhapen in iniquity ; and it is &- ? 
vident that God is more eſpecially diſho- 
noured by ſome one fin, than by others; : 
and the fin it felf is more prodigious ahd 

elumptuous, and leaves deeper wounds - 
n the Soul; which whety the ſenſe there * 
of is revived, draw onr thoughts that :- 
way, and God will leave ptoportionabls* : 
impreflions on our hearts thereby. bs 
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' fo us to beware how we pfoe way to the 
' temptations. of ſin that are urged upon us. 

, Doh God at any time make one if 
ſo bit er to us, that we cannot endure 
the terrours of it, but are ready to fink 
pnder them ; the burdens of. them hath 
ſuch a load 1hat we are opprefled with it; 
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and roar under it ? Surely he doth here- 


by caution us to look to our ways, and 


beware of mul:iplying tranſgreflions a-- 
gainft him; if one be ſo. terrible, what, 


| will many be? this ſhould pat force in 


that argumenc, and make it. powerful in 
our reſiſtance, Gen 39 .9. How can I do 


this preat wickedneſs and ſin againſt God? 
.-POCT. IV. | The Sins of Gods own peg 


ple ftand in need of forgiveneſs. Not only 


thoſe ſins which they committed before 
they were Converted; and their perſons 


% 


were Juſtified,, but thoſe they. fall into at- 


* terwards do need, a pardon. 'Though: 
> they are as to their ſtate, deliygred from, 


| Condemnation, and ſhall no more be in 
© danger of the Ecernal Wrath of God ; 
F which is a great encouragement to them 
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to hope for, and to ſeek remiffioty np 
their falls: yet when at any time tas : 
are overtaken with ſin, they provoke 
God thereby, and lay themſelves open - 
to his holy Diſpleaſure, and can have ho © 
eace in themſelves, or ſecurity from his 
adgments, till a pardon be gotten. There 
1s a ſort of Guilt that cleaves to. them, 
which they muſt ſeek the removal of in 
order to the reftoring of their comfort $ 
he prays for this, Pſal. 51. 12. ReFore un- 
to me the joy of thy ſalvation ; for this | 
reaſon our Saviour made it a petition to 
be daily put up by all his Diſciples, Mat. 


6. 12, Forgive us our Debts. 
_ USE. Let this then Excite us, if at ans 
$5me we are ovefrakew with any (in, to p 'Y 
reſtleſs till we have obtained the pardon of © 
it 


To this end let us maintain in our * 
ſelves the exerciſe of Repentance. God 
hath put theſe two . together, At 5. 33: | 
Him bath be Exalted by his Right-band, to . © 
give cs $8 Iſrael, anid remiſſion Fig J 
{ins Take heed of nouriſhing catnal ie- : 
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| cufity, with the. preſumption-of your juſ: 
” tified Eſtate, and thinking that you are 
| thereby ſafe, fo as that God will not 
* charge ary tranſgreflion upon you ; aſ- 
ſure we-our ſelves, that fin which we 
' have not repented of, and gotten a ſealed 
* pardon for, will look terribly npon us, 
when Conſcience ſhall charge it home, 
and we have nothing to ſhew for the 
- forgiveneſs of it. 

+ +DOCT. V. The Children of God muſt 
| ask for a pardon, if they would obtain it. 
God hath appointed a medium for the 
* conveyance of thoſe ſaving benefits to 
” his people, which have been purchaſed 
> by Chriſt tor them : and he hath made _ 
Prayer: to be neceffary in this order, 
| Ezek36.37,1 will for this be enquired of by thz 
* houſe of iſrael, to do ' it for them; hence 
+ thar in Jer. 29. 12, 13. Then ſhall je go 
© and pray to me, aud I will bearken unto you; 
| & Je ſhall ſeek me, & find me, when je ſhall 
| ſearch for me with all your heart 5 and as 
& he hath required. it, ſo he bath encou- 
* Taged it, Pfal 50. 15. Call upon me in the 
* day of 'troutle, and 1 will deliver thee: God 
RT 4.08 hath 


- 


A 


. againſt Deſpair, _ 15) 
hath a pardon ready, only he waits' to 7 
be asked for it, that we may, by ſo do-* 
ing, teſtify the ſenſe that we have of : 
our need of it, and acknowledge to him * 
his great kindneſs to us, when we obtain | 
it, Nor indeed are we in a fit poſture ' 
to receive a pardon at his hand, till we ! 
are brought upon our knees, that we.may : 
take it of him in that humble and pro» 

{trate poſture ; and in this prayer there | 
muſt be a cordial ſenſe of the fin, and * 
of the great vileneſs of it, accompanied 
with a ſincereConfeffion of it ; and there- 
fore till we come to this, we may expect | 
to be ih ſore diſtreſs ; but in this way. -* 
there is relief to be had. - We have ary © 
account of Davids experience in both =: 
theſe reſpets, Pal. 32. 3, 4, 5. When 1 * 
kept (lence, my bones Lit old 3 &c. 1 ace þ 
knowledged my ſm to thee, 8c. and thou | 
forgaveſt the iniquity of my ſin. 


USE. Let this then dire us what to dog 
when we are under Conviion and Remorſe, 
by reaſon of any ſin that we have made our. 
ſeboes Gnilty dy, os direct us to prayers 
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'.20 I Komedp. _ 
© and Jet us encourage our Faith-in prayer. 
+ Is chis: the way to obtain forgiveneſs? 
| let us not be ſo unwiſe as to go+ withour 
| it, for want of ſo doing: how julily will 
; God continue us under our diſtreſs, if we 
; neglect to ſeek a-deliverance from-it? and 
| to eltabliſh our faith in praying for this 
+ benefit, kt us conſider that God never 
; rejected any that duly ſought to-him for 
# it ; how many, how great, how aggava- 
| ted ſoever their ſins have been ; he waits 
to. be called. on,. and he- takes notice who 
j It as that doth fo. Even a perſecuting 
* and malicious Saul, when he is made to 
t-fall upon his knees ,- hath that remark 
Made. upon' him,, Acts 9: 1x. bebold be 
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| DOCT. VI. God aloe is to: be aldreſ- 
ſed for pardoy. We muſt not only atk it, 
> but of him, if. we would obtain it, Men 
- May be wronged by us, and if we have 
* Offered them any injury, it is our duty 
+ to feck reconciliation with them, and at- 
tend proper means for that end;z- butt 
| ie God who is fined againſly.Dlab:9. 4. 
FB Apainſs 
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Aginft thee, thee only have 1 ſimed ; and? 
therefore he muſt be Tgoght to for a par-® 
don. Forgiveneſs of fin is a Divine pre-- 
rogarive z none can apply it authentically 
to the Sinner but God: if it comes not * 
under his hand and ſeal, it fignifies no- * 
thing. ft i true, we muſt go to'himfor 
it in Ohrift's name, or elſe we fhall cer- 
tainly miſs of it ; for it is one .of the be- 
nefits which he hath purchaſed for us, at - 
the price of his ewn blood ; but we muſt 
not ſeek it any where elſe. The Jews -: 
Ws the right of it, in art when _ 
they ſaid, Mark 2. 7. Noye can forgive fans - 
bur” God. David "ahgr 764 Sh th | 
praiſe to him alone, in Pal. 20g. 3. Who 3 
forgiveth all thine iniquitigs. 4 


USE. Lat this encourage us to hope for ©; 
forgiveneſs, and accordingly to ſeek it 5 be- | 
cauſe God is the object at whoſe hand it is to * 
be ſought. And indeed there is great mo- * 
dve comained in-this conſideration ; inaf- 
much as he hath a ſtock of it- with ! 
him; his the Pſalmift pleads ; Pal. x 30. 
4 There is forgiveneſs wirh then, that thaw | 
FI 2 — 


* mayſ# be feared ; he hath laid in a ſuffici- 
- ency for it, in the Redemption wrought 
* out by Chrift, of whom we are told, 
' Heb.7.25. That be is able to ſave to the ut- 
, termoſt all that come to God by bim ; and he 
hath an heart diſpoſed to pardon ſuch as 
do come to him aright for it ; and hence 
it is one of his Tithe in which he hath 
* commended himſelf to us, Pſal. 86. F. 
- Thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive x 
let us then be fure to apply our ſelves to 
him for it, and ſeek it at no other door ; 
and in this way we are likely co ſpeed. 
How: ready -was the Father to meet, and 
how kindly did he entertain his return- 
ing Predigal, Luk. 15. 20. He: eroſe and 
came 'to his father : but hen he 2as yet a 
great way off, his fat ber ſaw him, and had 
compaſſion, and ran, and fel upon his neck, 
” . and kiſſed bim, © | 
DOCT:; VII. The fenſe of Guilt ſhould 
210t diſcourage Gods People from ſeeking of 
| bim deliverance in times Pur, It is 
indeed then an hour of Temptation ; 
Satan, and a miſgiying heart, at ſuch a 
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time, offer to drive us to- deſpondency, Þ 
when ſin. and. forrow meet together.” 
However the people of God ought not 'J 
to be. overwhelmed in their minds, when Þ 
it is ſo, and think it in vain to hope/ and 
ſezk for deliverance of God, becauſe he Y 
is juſtly provoked at them, Dawid res 
ſolves againſt giving way to ſinking iears Þ 
In ſuch a condition, Pſal. 49. 5. Wherefore Þ 
ſhould I fear in the day of evil, when the mi- 
quity of my heels ſhall compaſs me about 2 © 

and that was the eneouragement which 
that gaod man offered to the Jews at - 
ſuch a time, in Ezra 1e. 2. We bave; 
treſpaſſed againſs our God, 8c, yet now | 
there is bope in Iſrael concerning this thing ; © 
and truly, both theſe are Gods works, 
and he is to be waited on to do them; 
both to put away the ſin which hath * 
provoked him to bring trouble upon * 
us, and to remove the forrow that hath : 
ten progured by. our fin: the ong 7 
therefore ought not to diſcourage us in * 
regard of the other, but -rather to ex-+ ! 
cite us to make haſte the faſter to him: : 
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F USE. Let this thew rebuke ſuch as wouriſh 
-- nepmp and deſpair in them, by ſuch 
 reflexions as theſe are, God indeed afflics 


ter to you, and humble you to his feet, 
* under the ſenſe of it; but this is noc to 
- drive you from him, or to make you 
| think that he will not hear and help you 
in your trouble, but to excite you the 
more earneſtly to ſeek it of him. And 
truly, there is nothing that ſhould make 
+ us more earneſt in going to God-for de- 
| Hiverance, when we are under his affli&t- 
" Ing hand, then'to conſider that our Sins 
| have procured this for us, and therefore 
- there is none that can give vs. deliverance 
* but he, inaſmuch as he alone can take 


+ 


- Our vin. | 


; » DOCT. VIII. The proper courſe . #0 0b- 


* 3am deltyerance from trouble, is to ſeek foſt 


+ the Moral procuring cauſe of that z and as 


. . 
> 
* 


col 


| you, that he may thereby make your Sin 


| away the cauſe of our trouble, which is. 


b- the forgiveneſs of Sin. This is it which is 
long as fin remains unpardoned, Gods * 


| 


| 


| This is the - ready way to loſe: all our-ate 


fore now turn io me with al} your heart, and 


againſt Peſpair. 25 Þ 
controverly abides z and then it is not tg” 
be wondered at, if our crys. and howlings 
for deliverance are not heard. Ge 
therefore direds to fuch a courſe as'th 4 
is in a time of diſtreſs ; Foel 2. 12. Thers: | 


with faſting and weeping, and mournin , 6, 
And tells them what ſacceſs i it ſhould have, Þ 
Verſe 18. Then will the Lord be jealous for | 
bis land, and pity his people, &c. Till then, 
the ſin be repented of, and taken out of ' 
the way, God threatens that he will po oh > 
in his anger, Foſh.7. 12, 13. Neither ill I :; 

he with you any more, except ye deſtroy the ac- 
eurfed thing from among you : Thou canſt not lf 
ſtand before thine enemies, until ye take away | N 
the accurſed thing from among you. And Þ 
indeed, if we have not obtained a pardon | 
of God, the outward deliverance which 
he affords us, is but a reſpite, and the eon- Þ 
troverly ftill abides. 


USE. Learn bence the ar folly * 
thoſe 39ho,' in t1mes of trouble, ſeek no farthey © 
than to bavs their outward Calamity removes, 
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* tempts, or put caſe they ſhould ſucceed, 
* this very ſucceſs would be in a way of 
* anger and not of love ; and we have a 
great deal of reafon to: be afraid of ſuch 
 adeliverance. Would we have a gracious 
* and an abiding deliverance at any time ? , 
\ Let us make that our great ' care, to ſee. 
that God and we are atoned ; this there- 
fore was the Churches triumph after all 
her' forrows, 1/a. 12. begin. 1 will praiſe 
thee : though thou was angry with me, thine 
anger is turned away, and thos comfortedſ# me, 


' . DOCT. IX. Confeſſion is to be made of 
| particular Sins, in order to the obtaining a 
* Pardon of them. David indeed mentions 
* all his Sins,Verſe 18.Look upon mine affliftion, 
| and my pain, and forgive all my Sins. But 
* he alſo ſpecifies them, as in Verſe 7. Re: 
” member not the Sins of my Youth, And he 
comes to individuals, Text, Pardon mine 
Iniquity. He brings one ſin, and ſpreads 
it open before God, and prays, Lord, 
© pardon this Sin : And thus we - have him 
again at, Pſal. 51. 14. Deliver me from 

blood guiltineſs, O God, thou God of my Sat, 
"te TA uation, 


againll o Defpa + "T0 2 *% 
vation, And the truth. 1s, there can he no 
kindly Repentance of ſin, unleſs we de- 
ſcend to particulars : For, . though we : 
muſt be acquainted with, - and' bewail the 
fountain of ſin which is in us, yet we are .} 
led up unto this by the ſtreams that iſſue 
 fromit;nor can we have a kindly apprehen- 
ſion of ir, but by feeling the wotul effeas 
of it in thoſe fruits that grow upon it, 
and which are diſcovered in our hea 
and lives. And indeed, all aria ol ; 
ſin beginneth here, though it terminates 
not in one, but leads us farther, even into * 
thoſe Chambers of Imagery, where all Abo- 1 
minations are to be feen. þ 


USE. Hence ſee the folly and deceitfulneſs 
of general Confeſſions and Repent ances. For, 
though we can never reach, to every in- 
dividual fin that we are chargable withal ; _ 
tor Who can underſtand bis Errors | Pſal 19.. - 
12, And ſoit is impoſlible for us to ſpread 
everyone particularly before God in our 
acknowledgments ; yet it is a great truth, 
that. he who hath not ſeen and bewailed 
his, own vileng{s in ſome particular fins, | 
EET ohh hatly # 
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© hath never done fo ac all in truth. Theſe 
' general Canfeflions ; 7 and all men are 
\ Sinners ; the Lord forgive me, I am not 
| perfect, &c. are milerable ſenceleſs things, 
- and he that cannot tell wherein he is fo, 
| and lay his finger upon the ſore, hath ne- 
' yer Confeffed his Sin to God aright, 


| - DOCT. X. Our plea for forgiveneſs is 
; fo be built on Gods Name, If we would 
. pray for it lucceſsfully, we muſt pray be- 
* Hhevingly, Jam. 1. 6. But let him ak in 
” faith, nothing wavering. And faith muit 
have ſomething to bear its weight upon : 
And it is of Infinite concernment that it 
be ſomething that will hold it up, elſe it 
» Will fail us, and leave us to fink in def- 
| pondency. Our prayers muſt be argu- 
> mentative, but we muſt ſee that the ar- 
- guments that we make uſe of are good, 
* otherwiſe they will not avail vs. There 
- are many that pray, and plead with much 
* vehemency, but they ſpeed not ; and 
. why? but becauſe they eround | 
dg wrong, build them on a falſe 
| bottom. Some plead their own righte- 
oulneſs 


4 


on. 


> 
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" when we renounce all our reliance elſe - 
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ouſneſs and goodneſs ; 50 did that Phari- 
ſee, Luk. 18, xx. God, I thank thee, I am not 
as other men, $&c. but he was not Juſtified 
in that way : whereas the poor Publican JJ 
had but one ylea, and that ſucceeded, ' 
Verſe x3.And we then ask in Gods Name, + 


where, and acknowledge our entire de- ' 

ndence to be on his freeGrace,of which 

e hath the Sovereign diſpoſal in hisown 
Eands. When we acknowledge. our de- W 
ſerving of the Contrary, and refolye all 
::1to his indeferved mercy : So he applied 
himſelf to God, Dar. 9. 8,9. O Lord, to 
Hs cy confuſion of face ; to the Lord our 
God belong mercies & forgiveneſſts, though we 
beve rebelled againſt bim. And reaſon | 
good,jor all our hope of finding acceptance © 
withGo6,is in the New Covenant, which || 
was opened on purpoſe for the diſplay 
of the riches of hisGrace,which is through I 
the Lord Jeſus Chrift : this then 'is the 
Name of God by which he commends 
himſelf to fallen man. 


USE. Learn bence, that the more bumble | 
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other arguments in his petitioning of 


we are, the more fit are we to atk, ant the 
more likely to obtain pardon from God. The 
humble Soul fees nothing in himſelf, tio 
_ : worthineſs at all of his own; is put by all 
. Pleas from any thing. that he either is or \ 
hath ; he ſees that there is no hope for 
him but in the free Grace of God, and |} 
It is vain for him to look any where elſe: | 
and therefore he refoives to improve 'no 
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| 
| God for pardon, but ſuch as refer to'his | 7 
' Great Name. For this reaſon we are | © 
cold what pleaſure God taketh in the | 1 
humble, 1/a. 57. 15. 1 dwell with him who 
#s of a contrite and humble Spirit. Job 22. 
29. He ſhill ſave the bumble perſon. Pſal. | #4 
x38. 6.. Though the Lord be high, he bath 
& reſpe&? unto the lowly, | 


DOCT. XI. Gods Children ought to 4g- 
gravate their ſin, in the confeſſion of it, 113 
order to their asking of a pardon z thus doth 
the Pialmiit here: and this hath been 
| the conſtant courte which the ipeople''of 
* God upon Scripture Record, have been 
wont to take : and accordingly they have 
- pu 
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put to their conieflions, thoſe circumſtan- 'J\ 


ces whereby they might give to their ſin, IJ: 
the moſt odious face that they could 5 J* 
thus Moſes ſets out the fin of his people, F' 
Exod, 32. 31. Ob! this people bave ſinmed a }. 


preat (im ; thus thoſe Godly ones, in Ezre 


eh. 9. & Dan. 9. Do amplifie on this 1 


ſubje&t, when they fet themſelves to ſeek 
mercy of God ; and as theſe did fo in 
reſpe& of their people, with whom they 
involved themſelves, fo we ſhall find thac | 
they have done on a particular and pet- 
ſonal account, thus did David, 2 Sam. 24; 
Io. 1 have ſinned greatly in that 1 bave done, 


and ww | beſeech thee, Oh Lord, take away. 


the iniquity of thy ſervant, for I bave done' © 

very fooliſhly; ſo doth Paul, x Tim, 1,134, {4 
if. Who was before a blaſphemer, and a 
perſecutor, and imurious, and a chief Sinner ; 
and this is that which God expects of 
them, in order to his free forgiving of 
them, Lew. 26, 4o. &c. If they ſhall confeſs 
their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fa 
thers, and their treſpaſs, &c, then I will 
remember my Covenant, &c, and . there is - 
great reaſon for it, becauſe this makes 
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Way for the greater glory to be aſcribed 
to him by them, when they ſhall expert- 
” ence his free pardon beftowed upon 
them, notwithſtanding the manifold pros 
| yocation there was given him. by thoſe 
# fins of theirs: afid this is the very thing 
*- that God aims at in the Diſpenſations of 
| His grace to his people that have ſinned 
-- againſt him, 


|. USE. Learn we hence the preat folly of 
' #hoſe who ſeek to encourage their bope of par- 
' don, by mincing, extenuating and excufmng 
their ſis, How many are, there who 
 Teek to quiet - their Confciences, and 
>. Hirengthen their faith by this ? I confeſs I 
” bave not done well, 1 canmot deny but that 1 
' have failed, and ought to have been more 
watchful ro my ſelf ; but 1 hope that God 
* will not charge it upon me 5; I was tempted, 
* it was. too hard for me, I allowed not my 
> ſelf in it, and it is no ſuch preat matter, #- 
| motber in my circumſtantes would have done 
ms bad or warſe, &c. This is to undermine 
” the great aiin ot the New-Covenant& 15 
> 3 certain cyidencs that ſuch an. ones not 
bronght 
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brought to a kindly repentance. 'True, © : 
we ought not ſo to aggravate our fin as * 
to drive us to deſpair, as Cain did, who." 
faid, Gen. 4. 13. Mine Iniquity is greater \ * 
than can be forgiven ;' for this will hinder 7 * 
us from going to God ; but we ought 7} 
to put every other aggrabation to it; Þ © 
which the nature and circumſtance of it I © 
call for. : 


DOCT. XII. The greatneſs of our fins © 
ought not ts diſcourage us from ſecking fot « 
groeneſs of God, but drive us the faſter 10 
him, Thus it was with the P/almift, 
Text. If there were any fin that could 
out-do .the power and efficacy. of the ©: 
Grace of God, and be too big for the 
merit of Chriſt, to obtain! a pardon for, 
there would be reaſon enough for fach a 
ſiin-to drive us to deſpair; becauſe there is 
no other hope but this ſet before us : but 
becauſe there is ne ſuch thing, for we are 
told, x: Fob. 1,7. The blood of Chriſt cleans 
ſeth' from; <P F : there is' therefore _ no 
reaſon 16" ye j> be diftieartened. Nay, 

till make ſin to be a foil 3: 
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© for his grace to be illuſtrated ; hence the 
© more: multiplied and maghified our ſifs 
”Z have been, the greater occaſion there is 
for the ſhining out of that vrace the more 
E Mlaftriovſly, in his fo pardoning of us ; 
"according tO, Rom. 5. 20. Where Sin a- 
| bounded, there Grace did much more abound ; 
* it offers us powerful 'motive to come to « 
 -him for pardon, becauſe his Grace hath 
A ſpecial ſubje& before ic, for this glory 
- to be'advaniced, and the Grace appearing 
Mit to be 'adfrired : God therefore thus 
| 'encouraperh great ſingers, 7/a. 55. 7. Let 
' the wicked forſake his way, and the unrig hte- 
' us aan his thoughts, and return to the Lord, 
* for he will have mercy; - and to our. Goa, for. 
he will abundantly pardon, 


USE; Let' this then reprove thoſe- that 
Mowriſh deſpondency in them 1 this account, 
How many are there that do fo, refuſe 
to receive advice; yea, thruſt ' away all 
encouragement that is at 'anv time'offer- 
ed to them, -as if it-conld ich their 


o 
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condition ? "their fins arc. Myy.2awd 


lo great, and'there have ww {rany 
aggrayations 


aggravations attending on them, that 
they dare. not to adventure to ſeek a par-' 
don for them ; nor dare they believe that * 
any gracious word expreſt in the Scyipe 4 
rures belongs or may be apphec to tnems ? 
/ how prepoſterous 15 this? it carries the 
very language of hell in it: and” how : 
doth this contradi& the Counſel of God, * 
in contriving the Salvation of Sinners 2 : 
are vou loth that Chriſt ſhould try his - 
Skill upon you, and prove the infinite va« | 
lue and vertue of his great Redemption 
on ſuch as you are ? why ſhould you be : 
afraid of being ref:&ed by reaſon of this, - 
when God himſelf hath put in a precious ? 
antidote againſt ſuch a demur as this 2? 7 
I/a 1. 28. Thongh your ſms be as ſcarlet, | 
they ſhall be as white as ſnow ; though they | 
be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. | 


DOCT. XIH. 4 right conſideration of : 
the greatneſs of our ſm, is wery belpful to our + 
profitable ſeeking & pardon from' God. David" 
makes * uſe of ft to this very purpole in 2 
our Text: And here 'cometh in that great” * 
Cale to bg enquired into, vis. k 

Y"0'S; Queft- 
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| Queſt. Of what uſe the conſideration of 
© the greatneſs of our ſim is, in our  Feading 


; y with God for forgiveneſs ? 


, » This Caſe being practical ; and be- 
g1 LE the Chileren of God have daily 
 eccilion to make uſe of it in their ad- 

| dreſſes to. him in prayer, I ſhall endea- 
| | Your. to,give a diſtin& account of it ; and 
'* to mak way to the thing it ſelf, let ms 
'| offer the following Concluſions 

:t, 7hat, pardon: of (i js ;an,.. aff of Gods 
{; ee: grace, . As/a pardom fappoſeth a ſin 
whereby the perſon hath: made himſelf 
| Guilcy, eMe there would be tio occaſion 
tor it; fo it is a ſpecial way whereby the 
| Guil comes to be removed. Ir finds the 
& perſon infolvent, utterly unable to repair 
3 the wrong he hath done to the Declara- 
KF tive Glory of God, and ſo make fatisfac- 
& tion for his;Guile, Tv wg ang it de- 
& livers him from it Fg ; thus enr: Sa- 
* viour Chriſt expreſleth it Mn that, on 
PF Luk. 7 42. When they bad not 
(# be - ED, forgave them, both, Nor could 


againſt Deſpgir. 37 
ſin have ever been remitted to the Sitt-- 
ner in any other way but this; for, nel-" 
ther could he for himſelf, nor yet could 
the whole Creation for him, make a dug* 
compenſation to injured Juſtice on his? 
account ; So dear is their Redemption, and. it 
muff have ceaſed for ever, Plal. 49 8: and : 
that God would thus forgive him, is an; 
at of meer grace, to which he was not? 
at all obliged by any natural neceflicy, bur: 
was altogether tree in it ; and the oinner 
had given him ſufficient provocation righse : 
teouſly to have deſtroyed him for ever! 
' 2. That hence God uſeth his abſolute” 
Soveraignty in chuſing the $ ubjett 5 of 3 
the application of it. That this pardon? 
is not a priviledge beſtowed apon all ; 
Guilty Sinners, is a truth plentifully born? 
witneſs to in the Word of God. Though” 
all bave, ſinned, Rom, 5. 12. Yet all Sin-" 
ners are not forgiven, but there are mul»? 
ticades left to dy in their [ins, and there is ? 
by:this a great diſcrimination made be-: 
tweeh.men. Now, if a_reaſon of this? 
difference be ſought, it muſt be refolved } 
negatively, chat» it is not becauſe one is | 
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In himſelf, or his natural ſtate better than 

another, for we read, Row. 3. 9. Are we 

wetter than they ? no, in no wiſe; and verſe 

22.” There is no difference ; and Eph, 2. 3. 

Fe are children of wrath by nature, even as 

# others, Nor is it becaufe one addreſſed 

& God for it, and the other negle&ted fo 

F to do; for God faith, Ia. 65. 1. 1 am 
* jour?! of them that ſought me nt, and we 
E are told, Luk.19.10. The Son of man is come 
= to ſeek & ſave that which is loft, Nor is it 
| becauſe that God foreſaw that theſe would 
accept of Chriit upon the offers of him 
E made to them, and believe in him, and 
E that the others would refuſe him, and 
| harden their hearts in unbelief, and there- 
> by judge themſelves unworthy of eternal life ; 
for with regard to multitudes ol thoſe 
| Who are not pardoned, they never had 
any revelation of Chriſt, and of forgive- 
> neſs to be obtained by him, made unto 
* them ; or any terms of reconciliation and 
peace propoſed to them, and conlequent- 
x ly never did refuſe their compliance with 
E them : and as co thoſe to whom this dil- 
E. covery is made, he could foreſee nothing 
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- and what can there be in the Subje& that 
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againſt Depaie, 
in them, but what he-; 's. Mm. 
to beſtow upon them, f6, bonag's 
becauſe he loved us firſt, Lt We —_ 
that all muft finally reſult 7... ms 


raignty of his will, according t6-13.N 
18. He hath mercy on whom he wil! bave 
mercy, and whom he will be bardeneth, 

3. That hence nothing in the Subject cam: 
be properly a motive to put him upon beſtows+\| 
ing this favour upon it, The will of God? 
being the Supream cauſe of all his works 
of- Efficiency, cannot be moved by any: 
thing out of himſelf, to do any of them 7 
for chen it were not abſolutely free and? 
independent, as it is, "The very notion? 
of a Motive, refers to an impulſive cauſe, 
moving upon the affections, & that eithe 
by Inſtin&,as in ſenſitive creatures,or by ms 
ral ſwaſions;as in Rational beings; & there-; 
fore when it 1s attributed to God, we are 
to conceive of it after the manner of meng 


ſhauld . move God to this Compaſlion # 
Not the miſery which it is under by rea#* 
ſon of the Curſe and Condemnation. that: 
15-upon it ; for, asit juſtly deſerves it, and; 


FT himſelf, or his) y the righteous ſentence 
another, for we 2W, in the execution 
Better then ; hoy 2. Can and wall  Glorify his 
Ops al Attribute is precious to him, 
"+ a>Udlights in the manifeſtation of 3 it 3 
50 the fame miſery lyeth upon all fuch to 
whom this pardon is not given ; for there 
Wi ho other way to remove it but only 
© one ; and yet theſe are equally his Crea- 
tures with the other, and every whit as 
capable of being made the monuments .of 
mercy, in whom the glory of it would e- 
| qually thine forth. Nor 15 it the difpoſi- 
{tion in any making of them more ready 
fo accept of a pardon & to cloſe in with 
the Goſpel terms on which it is offered, 
For our Saviour ſaith, Math. 11. 21. If rhe 
Eemiobty works that are done in you, hal been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would bave re- 
, pented long ago in ſackcloth aud aſhes : And 
the Apoltle 7 oonfetierh? Tit. 3. 3. We our 
pfebves were ſometimes diſobediens. Nor the 
Egreatnefs of their Sin ; for, as the! greater 
& « Sin is; the more of provocation is. 
| thereby oflted to God, and his holy; ah 
Juſt ndignagon i5 incetſed I a" of 
Y 3 
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| againſt Defpaix. AV\ 

bly ; So there are as great Sinners paſſed 

by and: not pardoned, as any that are 

® made to ſhare in this benefit We. muſt 
therefore, after all our enquiries, finally* 

\'/ refolve all into a What if God willing, 
Rom. 9. 22. | 

4: That yes there is ſomething in the Sub-* 

( jeff from which God takes the advantage ta. } 

advance bis Glory in pardoning of them We 
conceive of God as an Intelligent Agent, 
or a cauſe by Counſel, and 'accordingly+.1 
that he mult neceſlarily have ſome worthy 
defign, and fuch as becometh himſelf," 
in all his works. Hence, as he hath a laſh” 
end inthem, which he reſolves to advance © 
by them, fo he doth wiſely accommodate: ? 
all the Media moſt advantageouſly” to: 7 
ſerveto this end : and though the con- © 
trivance be of ſuch an unfathomable depth,” 7 
as infinitely tranſcends our ſhort compre-' | 
henfion, yet we muſt under-write with-. : 
bim, P/al, 104. 24. O Lord, bow manifolds © 
are \thy works ! in wiſdom haſt thou made" 
thew' all, ' God ſeeks his ownGlory inthe 
pardoning ot a Sinner, for the exaltation- 
whereof, he taketh an occaſion om 
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pmething in the Sinner, by the which he 
may carry on this purpoſe of his, and from 
thence get to himſelf a great Name : So 
that though he is not moved by it , but a&s 


erviency thereto ; we are told in 2 The. 
1. 10. That he will be admired in .thoſe that 
© Belreve. 
” F. That there is @a way in the New Cove- 
© nant, which God bath laid out for the Com- 
> munication of this benefit to us. Not only 
did he lay in for the procuring of ſuch a 
F favour to be conferred upon Sinners ; 
; which was done in the Covenant of Sure- 
+tiſhip, in which he indented with his own 
Cn lay down the purchaſe of it ; but 
for which it could never-have been con- 
ferred on: any- of Adams Children, con- 
ſiſtent with the Righteouſneſs of the firſt 
Covenant ; but he hath alſo made known 
> how they may come to obtain a Title to 
this benefit, and this is held forth . in the 
Covenant ot Grace. For this reaſon tlie 
> Goſpel Promiſes are exhibited on tertis3 
and theſe terms rijorcin propoſed, damot, 
| only tell us-what ic is chat God requires of, 
_ DINNETS 


Fhis pleaſure, yet he makes uſe of it in ſub- \ 1 


 ___ againft Deſpair. 43. 
Sinners -in-heitreaty of Peace” which he? 
' opens ani manageth with them in the. 
external and miniſterial: diſpenſation 'of - 
the Covenant, but they do alfo give us to. ? 
underſtand after' what manner God wilt ? 
by his Grace eonvey a pardon to Sinners, 
by a powerful working of the terms in 
all thoſe whom he hath a d-fign to make! 
partakers therein ; So that it-ever he. for-; 7 
give them, he will bring themto it in this 7 
way ; & therefore there is an inteparable- 
connexion mads between them in the! * 
Goſpel; Markr6.16. He 'that:believith and, 
is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, aud: be that belie-. 2} 
wveth not, (hall be danmed;; & Joh.3.36. He. 
that believeth in the Son of God, hath ever- 
laſting life; and he that believeth not the. \ 
Son, ſhall not ſee life, bur the wrath of God * 
abideth on him. . 

6. That to this way belongs -their | coming 
to bim for,and their. asking it of. bim, When | 
Gotl had mentioned the many and great. ? 
priviledges of- the New-Covenant, which 7 
he promiſed to beitow upon his: people, : 
at fuch time as he ſhould return to them © 
in/2'way of Grace, he enters that clauſe, .; 
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FExzck. 36. 37. 1 will yet for this be enquired 
; 4 by the houſe of Iſrael, to do this for them. 
It is true,"there muſt be the intervention 
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| of his preventing Grace, by which they 
* muſt be enabled and excited thus to do, 
or elſe they will never put up one ſincere 
petition to him ; however this is the or- 
der in which he brings them to a parti- 
' Cipation in it ; they ſhall ſeek to him far 
' a pardon, and upon their ſo doing, they 
© fhall find ict. When David had told how 
'f he obtained one, P/al. 32. 5. he adds that 
'Y obſervation, verſe 6. For this (ball every one 
'F that is Godly pray unto theegin a time where- 
* -#n thou aw be found ;, and there 1s the 
"© greateſt reaſon that Sinners ſhould thus 
'F come unto him, and after this manner 
'& wait upon him for it if they would et» 
Joy it ; and they are worthy to goa for 
ever without it, who will not ſtoop. ts 
”& petition for it. Nay, it is a wonderful 
FE condeſcendency in the Great God; and 
© - an admirable expreflion of his rich grace, 
| $ that he hath given encouragement to ſuch 
© to come umo him for it, by promiſing 
\ that if they fo come, they ſhail- peed, 
"LT -- MAR 
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NF imamy Deſpair. 
Mat. 11. 28, Come unto me, 
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ye that are: 
weary and heavy laden, and 1 will give you"! 

reſft. Whereas he might have utterly r&-? 
? fuſed them, and never opened this door: 
of mercy to them : they might have call--* 
ed and had no anſwer, fought him carly, ? 
and yet not found him. - ""_ 
7. That there is a right ſeeking of bim its * 
order to the obtaining of this benefit, It is * 
not every fort of ſeeking that will do 
here, _ Saviour hath told Ws, in Lo 1 
T2. 24. 1 ſay unto you, many ſhall ſeek to + 
als yy ſhall not be able ;; M. wha the 
Prophet in Gods name, gives this encou- 1 
ragement to that People, he yet thus -I © 
mits it, Fer..29.13. Ye (hall ſeek me, anll - 
find me, when ye ſeek for me with all your \ 
heart ; there are prayers, which in Gods. 3 
account, are no better than howlings, and? 
theſe he will not hearz and there' are_* 
| effetual prayers which are prevalent : 
with him, we are told on this acconnt; 
| | Tam.y. The effeftual fervem prayer of # \! 
\ | righteous man availeth much. Now therg * 
are theſe ingredients requiſite in that pray=® 
: prog ſhall find mercy at the hand” of * 

& TL, #8: 
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$ x. We muit ſeek to God for this favour. 
He muſt be the alone: objet ro whom 
# we direct our petition; we muſt go to 
| him, and no whither elſe, acknowledging 
= that it is with him alone; we muſt fay, 
with bim, 7er. 3. 23. Truly in. vain is ſal. \. 
vation hoped for !rom the hills, and from tbe 
apultitude of mountains; truly im the Lord 
our Gud 3s the ſalvation of Iſrael. We muſt 

| acknowledge thar it is his prerogative to 

|  forgiveus, th; t afpreiueneſ's is. with him, 
Plal. 13s::44&And accordingly in our 
F# coming ro him we muſt utterly renounce 
8. all afhance in anv other but him, and 
# ſay, 4ſhur ſhall not ſave us, &c. Hoſea 

© 24 | 


 . 2. We muſt make a free and humble Con: 
WW feſſion of our. ;Guzlt and Demerit. God puts 
© in that clauſe, when he invites Backſliding 
EF {/rael to Return, and makes the olter of 
= mercy to chem if they ſo do, Fer. 3.13. 
F& Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thuu haſt 
I': tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord thy Gog, KC. 
1 ; a: there can be no right, prayer to God 

tor pardon, without this confeffion eicher 
© Expreſt or implied ; for as a pardon Jup- \ 
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age mi Leſpair, ol t/ 
poſeth Guilt, 1o the asking a- pardon pre*? 
ſumes a Conteflion of that Guilt, and the? 
righteouſneſs of the Sentence containgay 
init: And to ſuch a Contefhon 1s the" 
. encouraging promiſe made; Prov. 28. Ty. 
Whoſo confeſſeth and forſaketh ſhall bawe | 
mercy : and of the good {acceſs of to do- 1 
ing, David ſets the Seal of his experience, 1 
| Pſal. 32. 5. I ſaid I-will confeſs my tranſ-"? 
| preſſions to the Lord ; and thuu forgaveſt the | 

rniquity of my Sin. | 

3. We muſt renounce all that is in-our 3 
ſelves, as to any dependance on-it to obtain a * 
pardon withal. We muſt not only reje& 1 
other objects, but-all a! guments, but what? 
are fexcht from God- himicli. We muſt * 
have -no confidence in the fl:ſh ; bring » 
nothing of our own to make a piea wich- x 
al, : but lay our lelves in the duſt pleading * 
nothing but the'meer mercy of God: we: Þ 
maſt come in. the form and quality of 
= gars 3" 1/a. '5F5. 1. Come without nomey, | 
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Without price ; that ſo we-may receive * 
it of im as afalms. And in-1{peciabwe +? 
 are-co reje@ our &wn Righteoulnefs,, and 2 
reter our ſelves to the compathan of God, * 
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= as, Din. 9. 18,19, We do not preſent or 
”: Supplications before thee for our Righteouſneſs, 
F but for thy great mercies : O Lord hear, O 
'& Lord forgive. 
'F 4. Hence we muſt ask with a-reſjonation 
of our ſelves to his Mercy. We muſt ac- 
© knowledge that it is free with him-to re- 
& , ceive us or rez2& us, and that if he doth 
© Teceive us it is beyond our deſerving : if, 
” {when we ly never ſo-low at his footftool, 
he fourn us from thence, it is no injuſtice, 
© -andthat it he take us-up- into his arms, it 
7 is aſtoniſhing, kindneſs We are there-. 
E. | fore to refer: it:to his tree will, believi 
F | that it is in his power to do ſo for us, ind 
I 3 fay as the Leper did, Math. 8. 2. Lord, if 


= 3 thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean. 
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© # - $.#e muſs come in Chriſt's Name,Thete 
© 4 no: other way in which God gotamu- 
KF nicates the faving benefits of the, New- 
"© * Covenant, but through Chriſt; who: hath 
FF purchaſed them. for us: -and therefore to 
EF &. come in any ether Name is altogether 
&{; vain, and will ptove altogether fruidefs. 
ſs ? Ys ' God out of Chriſt, zs 4 conſuming fire, Heb; 
* i X26 
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} 12. ##, But in and through him -he-is” 
'S propitious ; Chriſt himſelf therefore both © 
* direas and encourageth us thus to do, * 
Fob. 14. 14. If ye fhall ask any thing in my 

| name, I will do #. | "4 
WY 6. Ie moiſt ack in Faith. This is a qua» | 
 lification belonging to every Evan eftcal | 


| Duty, in order to its finding acceptance : 
: | with God, for we are told, Heb.1r1:6. That - 
| without faith it 3s impoſſible to. pleaſe God's, © 
|} for, as the bond of union: on. our part's 
+ | between Chriſt and us, is faith, fo we arg + 
,.. | to maintaint Communion with him in all 

his priviledges by the continued exerciſes * 
of it ; Heb. to. 38. And the Fuſt [hall Irve | 
by bis faith; and to hope to be heatd in ©: 
atiy other prayer;, but ſuch as mount>ta' |: 
heaven oh tlie wihgs bf faith;: is vaing 
te | that is a cautioti always to be carrie I 
us | with us, Fam.r. 6. But let bim aik in faith | 


% 8. Hence, whatſoever ſerves th the furthe- 4 
to 


ranct of our right ſecking of Gdd;'is profitable 
in this coſe. That. which is 4 proper atid 
at! approved help to. our\ obtaining of'- # 


"> 


4 b-1 
Teh: 


X24 


EPR 


Ra 


_- * *# ; X "I «. ” | 


"vo *Hemedy ; 
© :1ort of it, and: beirig helped ſuitably tt 
: : ” acknowledge God init, will be of great 
F* uſe in our prayers: for, God hath ap» 
TE pointed us 'to make uſe: of: thoſe helps 
* which he hath told us of: in his 'Word, 
F and hath accommodated- to be fervicea- 
FL &*BE co our doing our duty'; and indeed 
FF we: cannot do well without: them. We 
FY miſt po tothe Word of God: for out di- 
redion abouri theſe, nor may we ſuppole 
+ thaticis ilefe to our own fooliſh arbitres 
$7 ment, -to uſe: things which our own fan- 
EF: cies are: moved- by ; but we ate to acqui- 
" ein what God hath commanded, who 
& + only is able to-bleſs them unte good fuc- 
F if * ſ; od: .03560.. i 
i +19: There are many reſpetts.in which the 
4 3  epnſideration of. the greatneſi of 'our ſms will 
$3 be helpful'mn this affair ; and theſe are now' 
to be confidered. of, tor the. more. dire&' 
* reſolution of the Caſe betore us, which 
are. more. eſpecially fuch as follow. ++ -* 


"WW © x. This confideratios rightly entertained, 
" Mi, 227 put us upon ſeeking. & pardon. Though 

S=allihe loft. progeny of. Adam fland -in-/ 
RF need 
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againſt Deſpair. — #1 
need. of forgiveneſs, yet how few. are 


there of thoſe, among whom this benefit 


\ i; 5 Wy 
* | is proclaimed, .and who are with all ear-3 
Ss |} neltnels invited to.embrace it, , who rex 


n 
*.% 


at it ? The Prophets complaint is ſtill off 
d } force, 1/a. 53. 1. Who bath believed our re-3 
e | porr? The, moſt of men that ſit under? 
i- | che Goſpel, do practically bid Chriſt, to: 
le } depart, and carry , his pardon where it 1s: 
es | wanted, if he would put it oft,” as. for; 
n- |. them they need it .not, they. deſire. it 
1- | not ; why elſe do. men live-content; with- 
10 | out one, or why do, we: hear, no; more: 
0- | crying out, What ſhall we. do to he.ſawed 2 
| And furely this is cithgr becauſe they do-.” 

tbe | not believe themſelves to be Sinners, and 4 
41-| undef Guilt, or elſe becauſe they Uo. not 
»w'f know what it is to be ſo. Whereas a 
2X | looking upon Sin in its true colours, and.” 
ch | its greatneſs, will ſerve to proniove this 
enquiry, and make us ſerious in it..;. and : 
"Med any 

ed; | i. By, ſhewing us the greatneſs of aur 
| Guilt. - Guilt derives from the Sandion 
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p gard it, or enquire how they may . come: 
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{Focntence of. the threatning of it n the 
Eiperfon, who hath by fin brought Himſelf 
Finder it.  Hereupor the greater the ſin 
Es, the more ſevere is the threatning, and 
+ conſequently the more aggravated is the 
J ; Guilt, and great Guilt that is felt muſt 
$F needs make perfons proportionably con- 
"FF cerned to get it removed. He who looks 
{ £Fuporr fin to be'but a fmall thing, reckons 
3 the Guilt of it eaſy to bear, and that 
FE makes him regardleſs of getting it taken 
 Eaway. Prov. 14. 9. Fools make a mock of 
£20 be great, feels his Guilt heavy,. and 
AF would tain be caſed of it, Pſal.z8 1. with 
"1 4. Lord, rebuke me # in thy wrath; for 
© r1me iniquities are gone over mine bead 5 as 


Wen hbravy barden, they are too heavy for me. 


=- By convincing us of what reaſon there 
WIS: that we cannot expett to eſcape the threat+ 
Wi ncd miſery, unleſs we get a pardon: The 
WF reaſon why the generality of ſinful. men 


EE are no more concerned to-get. the 'Set-. 
KF tence that is upon chem. removed; is 'be- 


ugauſe they: chink iris no fuch great mts 
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_ | vilenels / and 'abominablenek;, 


againſt Deſpair, (7 
ter, whether" it be or no; and thi 
which maketh them fo eaſy in this r@+ 
gard, is a. preſumption that they nog- 
riſh in themſelves, that God will not 
exact 1o feverely upon them, as - his 
Miniſters do give them warning of, 
and that there is more fright than hurt” 
in theſe threatnings. We have men” 
of fuch a ſpirit as this characterized, 
- cap ne 19. _ wy 
this Curſe, eth himſelf. is bis bears, - 
ſaying, 1 ſhall reg get - bl walk. 
in the imagination of mine ; and 
there are a great many fach as theſe 
who live in places of light. Whereas, 
did men believe that they ſhall - not: 
eſcape, except a pardon: be feaſonably” 
obtained, they could not be ſo 'quiet's 
and the reaſon why they do not be- 
lieve it, is becauſe they have fach di-: 
minitive thoughts of their fin. When 
In _ — Shes, © 
ners of the woful danger they ly. open. 
to, he diſplays their fin to chem in its | 
and when 

ne, oy challengeth if em 2 

Sa 4 


he hath. fo do 


54 A Kemedy 
tc t be judges whether there be any grounl 
to expe that he ſhonld not - execitite the 
} _—_ of his wrath upon them : Jer. 
<= 1s, ow * ſhall 1 pardon thee'for- this ? 
Bhatt 7 i wif for theſe things 2 And this 
puts: us upon 'deliberating with greateſt 
EintenſheG on that demand, - Heb. 2. 2. 
How ſhall 2 eſcape, if we "neglett this ſo 
prgres: Salvation ? 
'2 *3- By perſwading us of the fearful miſery 
2 $i | :that' awaits us, if we get not a pardon. 
£57 -Gvile binds Sinners over to puniſhment, 
#3 -atd this penalty holds a proportion with 
T3& that Guilt : 'and'there are greater milſeries 
#7 for thoſe that have been Guilty of greater 
WF -Sins. ' Hence, by the ſuitable apprehenſi- 
TA on-of the oreatneſs of our Sin, ' we ſhall 
We : be filled with a ſuitable terrour at the . 
'=expeAation of the greater wrath- that a- 
- waits 'us : and he'that hath gotten a right 
© conception of 'the miſery which i deſerv- 
"ed by the leaſt Sin, cannot but beſtir him- 
" iFIfto get it removed : How cohicerned 
' then if the ol heeds be, which hath 
2b Mn view thetproſpect of thoſ: peculiar 
1$886ts: of. —_ TOyengs, which he hath 
expoſed 


againſt Deſpair: Y, | 
exp olſed hinfelt unto, and is every" 
x 4 lyable to the execution of,” it þ 
gets not into the City of Refuge # See how 
it was: wich David, ' Pſal. 32. 4. Day 
night thine hand was heavy upon me, my! 
7101{rure 1s turned into the drought of Summe 
And doubtleſs it was this en 


that brought him into ſuch a condition, I 
1 


2. This Conſideration will\make us to 
fo God, and bim alone for pardon. 'We_ = | 
to ready to: {cek our help in other objeas,' 
but this will keep: us from going tO, of! 
knocking.at: any: other door : it will make” 
us to ſay to our ſelves, as he, Pſal. 62. 
5, 6. My Soul wait rbou only. upon God ; bes! ] 
" is my rock, and my ſatvation: | 

And that : 
I. By fhewing us that ſuch. Sins cannot baud. 
their Guilt removed, but by & free pardons” 
That: if it be not given-to us, we cam: 
never have it. This affords an undenia-" 
ble demonſtration that it muſt be utterly: 
beyond our ability to make ſatisfaction ta” 
= offended Law, and-atone theJuſtice!: 
ob ——_ tO us; that 7; houſands of Raw . 
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wd ten A... of —_ , of Ojl will not 
do it 3 and that if it be not provided for 
Rt Toſs given ta us on tree colt, we muſt 
pair of our getting it. The want of 
WH wing ſuch a view of Sin, makes men to 
1 think that a confſeflion, and overly re- 
"L& pcntance, a good work, &c. will make 
amends, make up the breach between 
> God and them, and turn away his wrath 
if *2rom them : whereas this drives them out 
of their refuges of lies, and ſhews them 
{at the demerit of Sin out-bids all they 
tan do: for the expiation of it, and that 
t zrefore they muſt ſeek ſome where elſe 
for it, 6 
2. By diſcovering that none elſe can par 
, BH but he. The greatneſs at Sn erily 
WIRE diſcovered carries evidence in it, that it 
| 'carmot be leſs than a Divine work to for- 
Wire is. Men that have low thoughts of 
'Sin, reckon a'pardon to be nothing ; + but 
they that ſee how great it 1s, believe chat 
it is a work of Omnipotency. When Moſes 
| ones God to pardon his peoples fin, 
geſts that he will maniteft his power 
in it Naged, T4: 17. And now 1 beſeech ay 
ef 


let the power of my Lord be great :- anll the © 
extenſiveneſs of his mercy, Verſe 19. Pa: | 
don, 1 beſeech thee, the iniquity of this people, * 
according to the greatneſs of thy-ercy. And © 
| in this Apticle Gad is acknowledged to be. * 
incomparable, Mis. 7. 18. Who is a God like "3 
unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and paſſeth : 
by the tranſp reſſion of the remnant of thine 


beritage ? Nor indeed is there any thing 7 
in which he more appears to be God, than * 
in this : and the conviction of it is be- © 
cauſe great Sins require a great God to. -- 
forgive them ; and thereupon it mult be * 
{ought of him alone, 

3. By aſſuring us that if we obtain it not | 
of. him, we muſt needs periſh. When Sin. 
comes to be felt in its weight, it not only, * 
| {aich in our Confciences that we muſt ex _ 
ther get it removed from us, or elle it 
will ſink us into the nethermoſt hell, but ? 
alſo. that we muſt go to God for it, or * 
we. are undone, That Deftrut#i0n is upor: 
us, and that he only can Ranſom us from 
it, by -forgiving us. lt faith, that if an - 
boly God. finds us under the Guilt; of 
theſe Sins, and that ib we have not 're:_ © 


®, 


— eeived 'a' pardon - uni!:r his hand, 7+ 
” cannot "eſcape the vengeance of Hell, © 


3+, This Conjuderation belps to humble us 
+ into a right frame in our coming to God for 
pardon. There is a right frame, and only 
the humble Soul hath at, and this is pro- 
-- moved by ſuch thoughts divers ways. 


= ©. It beats us off from our own Righteouſ- 
- neſs. * When we go to God for remifli- 
- 6N, we would fain' carry ſomething of 
- our own with us, to fatisfie our pleadings 
* Withal,' and encourage our hope for | ac- 
ceptance' by,and this proceeds from pride, 
and is the principal reaſon why awaken- 
ed Sinners'ftand off, and are not willing 
to apply themſelves to God for 1t, But 
when our ſin appears to be exceedin 
" finful.,, our hands are now knocked off, 
we lay aſide all ſuch pretenfions 5 and 
now' we are made to come as por, miſe- 
| Fable, blind, and naked Creatures. This 
* Makes true beggars of us, and puts us in- 
to the poſture - of the Publican, of whom, 
- Luk."18, 13: The Publican ſtanding afar f, 
phens bog | Ww 00s 
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- againſt. Delpair, 59. 
would not" lift ſo much as bis eyes unto| bes 
wen, but {mote upm his breaſt, :ſaying;| Gold 
be merciful-t6 me a ſinner. We now "fee © 
that there'1s no other' hope but what res 
folves entirely' unto Gods mercy.  ''? ©! 
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2. It belps' us to juFFify God ; and there © 
1s no hope for us to ſpeed in asking 'fors 
piveneſs of him, without this. God wilt : 
have the glory of his free grace, aſcribed* * 
to him by every one whom he torgivethg 
and this will never be, cill we plumply 

| | confel; that the greateſt ſeverity. of this © 
' | Law 3s very rightzous ; that we are juſtly' 
| condemfed; 'and that' there is no injuſtice 
at all to be imputed to him : hence that 
in, Dan. 9.8, 9. To us belongs confuſion of 2 
face, to the Lord our God belong mercies and 
forgioeneſſes ; and we can never come 


up fully *o this, till we ſee a world off © 
vileneſs in our ſin, and the more we | 
lee of this, the more- will - our hearts bs -| 
perſwaded of Gods righteouſneſs, which © 
15 one - thing” that the Spirit cometh'ta 
convince us 'of, Fob; 168. and till it beſo, 
Sihners will be eyer finding fault 
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* the Law, and charging cruelty and injuſt; 
' Ice upon it. 
| 3. It helps us_ in our confeſſions. "There is 
a thorough confeflion which we obſery- 
 £d that God expedas of us in order to our 
+ 'Obtaining forgiveneſs from him : he 
> Would not have us to mince and curtail 
| it, but the more ample and aggravated | 
& it is, the more is God honoured by itz | 
= becauſe it carries in it a diſcovery of the | 
* deeper ſenſe that we have of it on our |: 
7 hearts, He that hath a right concention 
- of the evil chere is in Sin, will then ſee 
* that he cannot exceed in expatiating on 
* K, and laying of himſelf lew by it. They 
are but lank Confeflions « which that man 
' Will make, who doth not Know zhe plague 
of bis own heart, and how evil and bitter 
his Sin is ;: God therefore invites his [4 
+ people to this, Fer. 2. 19. Know and ſee |C 
| that it is on evil and bitter thing, that thou 
* boſt forſaken the Lord thy God. 


4. It ſerves to further our importunity, Pl 
 Qur Cryes for pardon ought to be very 
urgent and earneſt, as of thoſe that ap- þ 
FT prehend 


prehend ot ag, mo condition that Sin F 
hath put us in ; and nothing will make * 
them to be ſo, bur the reſentment which © 
we have on our hearts of chat fin which 
} gives us the Occaſion to pray for pardon. 
| It is felt trouble that draws forth our re- 
queſt to have it removed from us ; and 
therefore theſe requeſts will be more of + 
leſs earneſt in proportion to that ſenſe 3 * 
light thoughts of ſin, will produce but flat | 
and complemental petitions about ir ; but 
terrible apprehenſions of it, will put us © 
upon loud cryes to have ic wy away. ' 
Such: doubtleſs was Davids ſenſe, when he 
prayed in, P/al. 41. 4. Lord, be merciful to 
= heal my Soul, for 1 have finmed againſt 
tDEE. 

'F. It Commends to us the Merits and Obe-, 
dience of Chriſt. We are direted by the © 
e |Goſpel, to ſeek for pardon on Chriſt's ac- 
s count ; and we are told that our reliance 
or the obtaining it, muſt be upon his Sa- 
isfaQtion. Now this ſheivs us how infi- 
nitely we are. beholden to him, for that 
hath thus laid in tor us, and fo it 
20rnes to make his Obedience very pre-, 
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here are none.thatiprize a | 
Saviour {o as they do, who p have found; 
ſin to be beyond meaſure evil, and the 
guilt of it to be. beyond any other power 
ot taking it away, but the vertue of his 
it will make us to, fay with | 
\ Paul, 1 Tim. 1.14. The Grace of our Lord 
Was exceeding abundant. | 
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It makes, us reſtleſs till we ;get an. ans: 


' ſwer. of peace from God to our petitions. They. 


,; 
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* that have ſlighty conceptions of ſin,: neg-; 


*\ 


Ie their prayers, .. and regard, riot - what 
becomes of chem :.. but this . will. put. us 
upon. repeated requeſts, 8 agreeable fer-. 


 -vency. in.them, whiles God ſeems to de. 


lay us, and rake us to refolve that we 
wHl-never let him alone,'or take a. denial 
'of him; He that knows what his (in will 
righteouſly coſt him, when. he.comes to. 
receive his recompent:, if it be not now 


3 forgiven, will follow God -unweariedly, 


- until he hath given him a ſealed pardon,; 
this was it which drew forth thoſe Tepea- 
ted requeſts which David puts up to him, 
oc” 4. Thi 
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- This DIR will * WY ſro; to 
belp our faith. Satan indeed;'and 'a mif: * 
giving ' heart will make uſe of it-to dif- - 
courage us: and put us upon defpair by ? 
looking on our fins in their magnityde | 
and multitude ; but the Spirit of God; in 
thoſe who are his, tortifies - their faith 2 
with it, and that. in two reſpects. 


I. 1t tells us there is a work for God to 
do.: ' God acquaints us in his word, which | 
is the Rule of our faith, that he delights | 
to' do like himſelf in all his works ; and : 
then'to diſcover his glory to us, when alt 
other . help and hope fails us ; and what { 
is this-but to draw up our thee: to bim; | 
when ve cannot tell what do do ? Faith » 
therefore will now! argue, what thought 4 
it out-bids all the power of the Creation' * 
to take away the Guilt of theſe grievous / 
Sins of mine, yet God can do it, and in' # 
doing of it he will give a fi 2nal demon-« * 
{tration of his power, Faith faith;I know. 
and am fully perſwaded that | God can Þ 
forgive. it if he pleaſe, let it be never fo. 
great, and there 1s an occaſion now for # 
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: him: to make it appear how 
| objec of truſt he is, when all other re- 
* foge fails 3 and Serein rake me a pattern 
" to them that ſhail hereafter believe on bim 
' #0 life everlaſting. 4 Tim. I. 16. 

= 2. 1: alſo tells us that be will beret Glo- 
= rify bis Grace abundantly. An eye of faith 
allo looks upon the great deſign of the 
 New- Covenant, to be the making of the 
W_ Grace of God to appear in its moſt ori- 
ZW cnt colours: and therefore the believing 
= ſoul under the deep ſenſe of fin, thus ar- 
* gueth ; here 1s ati opportunity for. the 
* Grace ofGod to be the-moſt reſplendent': 
how will the pardoning mercy of God be 
* herein magratied ? how will the inexhau- 
- ſible vetcue oiChriſtfsObedience be here- 
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| with the moſtjoyf 
> to eternal. ages, It therefore helps us beiie- 
* vingly to pur up'that petition, Pſak 79. 9: 
” Deliver us,. and purge away our ſins for thy 


F mulation, verſe wit, So we thy people, and 
eep of thy paſture, will give thee th 
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by demonſtrated ?God will in this get to -| 
* himſelf a natne; which: ſhall be celebrated - 
al acclamations of praiſe 


* name ſake; and ro back it with that ſti- 
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cial favours which he confers upon his * 


j 03 of them, the —_ doth cho (OR 
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ever ; we. will ſhew forth thy praiſe to all 
gener at0ns. | '-. ., "> _ 

5- This conſideration will alſo help to pres 
ere us for a right improving of this pardon, © 
when we have obtained it. When. Gods * 
people have gotten any thing of him in * 
a way of prayer, they ought to retuth ta 7 
him the acknowledgment thereof in prai» 
les, and therein to uſe it for -his Glory; * 
Plal. go. 15. Call upon me, and I will ade. 2 
wer thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me ; and ing © 
reſpe& to pardon, this conſideration will * 
abundantly contribute hereto ; for, 


T. It will make us the more to admire the | 
riches of Grace appearing in it; Gods great, | 
aim is at the glory of this, in all the fpe-' 


own, Epb. 1. 6. To the praiſe of the plory of | 
the riches of his grace; and the more our * 
hearts are touched with the appreheniſicte ' 
of this, the more will they be filled with 
admiration at, and acclamations to it. 
Now, the greater our fits have been, ah : 
tound fo to be by our right conſiderati- * 
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1 that wasexefted in the procurit) 
| for, and applying to us, a free pardon © 
them. Such therefore will be alwayes 
peatpirg upon this ſtring, and think that 
1 + Jak nefer enough expatiate on It. 
4g Th s made Pau! ſo to commorate on the 
> diſplaying of the Grace of God that had 
2 * been manifeſted in him, x Tim. I, 12. 
2 "fo 1 
= -2. 1: will enſlame our hearts the more with 
E fowe to God. There are none in the 
world, whoſe love burneth ſo bright to- 
'l - wards Chriſt, as of thoſe whoſe ſins have 
\. been exceedingly great, and born home 
upon their Souls with che apprehenſion 
> of the greatneſs of them, -to conſider that 
5 this notwirhſtanding, God. hath forgiven 
 them-all freely. . So our Saviour argueth, 
Luk, 7, 45. Her / us which are many are 
| forgiven, for ſhe lowed much: but to whom 
little is forgiven, the ſame loveth little, 


It will make us to Walk the more hun: 
F? afterwards, ' There is nothing which 
& more helpeth the Grace of Humility, to 
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than the Bs. of ha horrible | 
and deep- died fins he hath;-been 'guiley- 
of,and that yet God ſhould forgive them, 
He' is ever retleting on: theſe two toge- * 
ther ; what his Sins have. been, and what-* 
--& pardon i is beſtowed upon him : he will 
be on all occaſions turning his eye this * 
way ; and indeed the greatneſs of Sin: 
will never work to a kindly Humiliationg: 3 
till-it be joyned with the apprehenſion : 
of a pardon. - 1p48Þ] 
4. It will belp us the more chearfully and" 
ftedfaſtly to Serve God for the furure. Such. * 
an - experience as this; when -1t works; ” 
kindly on the Soul, will mightily ſtrengs. 
then Obedionc: - and this is a fruit. of » 
chat love which it doth produce and exy * 
Cite in the heart : it will,” as often 'as he 4 
turns his eye that way, make him co. ſay. 
as he, P/al. 116. 12, What (hall I render to. 
the Lord for all his benefits to me? and” 
now he ihinks thac he..can. never do ;or- : 
ſuffer too much for : the honour of that 
Ged who hath fo appeared to him. | 


USE. Let it ſexe to dire. us in the "ghd 
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4+ ſuch & confideration as this 


ads may be in two reſpetts: 


z T. Ars of tehing Satans gloſſes. 
will endeavour all' he can to nes a 
count Sin to be nothing, fo long as he 
Can keep us in carnal ſecurity by ſuch an 
Ceſtetm, and for that end ſupplies us with 
Arguments of the fleſh, accommodated 
- o: and when the Spirit of God con- 
-vinceth the man of his ſin, and ſo he can 
' hold this device no longer, he then would 
make our Sin appear great beyond the ex- 
1 Tefit of a pardon, fo to precipitate us into 
| deſpair : take heed of this, it will drive 
3 ny from the uſe of means, and fo undo 
7 datos $ 
y Oppoſe to the conſideration of the preat- 
3 meſs of our ſin, and ballance it with theſe 
: Fives things, and eſtabliſh Jour faith on them, 


Sx. The at ſufficiency there is in the Re- 
| | demption of Chyif. It is through'this that 
, You'come to'have any. hope of a parGon. 
lence the Apoſtle refers it hither, Col. x. 
hi j ſtews 2 we Jos: Redemtion __ h 
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his blood, even the forgiveneſs of Sins)' C ) [4 
of doubt then there is hope for pardam 
for all thoſe ſins, which do not exceed 
the'vertue of that Redemption : and this 

is declared to be very extenſive, Hebr. 9 

' 2g. He is able to ſave to the uttermoſt alt 
that come to bim ; think then what a't 
he paid for this purchaſe : we are put up-® 
on ſuch a conſideration, x Pet. 1- x8, 19%* 
Ye are redeemed, not with corruptible things,” 
as ſil ver and gold, but with the precious blood 
of the Son of God. LY 
2, The deſign of the New Covenant. In - 
that it isthat your hope is revealed -to you; : 
the Old Covenant had none in it : Now” 
conſider that the opening of that Cove- 
nant were to ſet forth the riches of Grace- 
in the ſalvation of Sinful-man by Chriſt ; * 
fo long therefore as you have a proſpeft 1 
how Grace may be exalted in your be- 
ing pardoned, let that encourage you to 
wait to fee his great ſalvation, 8 
3- The coptrivance of infinite Wiſdom - to 
make Fuſtice and Grace to -agret in this des | 
(ign. This 15 uſually a great diſcourage; 
| ment in Satans temptation, when Sin ug 
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| « appear great ; how can God be 

d forgive ſuch horrible Sins: ; as 

sS-are ! Fbat here is a ſufficient anſwer 

th: +» 4 ; theſe two glorious Attri- 

ee: Ss are combined in this affair, Pſal.85.: 

«Mercy and Truth are met together, 

” ice and Peace have kiſſed each other. 

d diſplayed ſuch a Righreonſneſs, as 

kes away "Al that ſzems to obſtruct the 

pmmunication , of a pardon rizbreouſly, 

a that be may be both juſt, and the juſt ifier 

f ther that b: "ol in his Son Feſus Chri#F, 

-.26, Let then the greatneſs of aur 

NS na us the faſter to Chriſt, reſoly- 

z that it he will he: can pardon them, 

a ad if, he do, Everlaſting Hallelujah: ſhall 
be Sung to him on that account, 
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